Calculus 12 


Interview with a Mathematician
You are to find a partner and choose one of the following mathematicians or philosophers to interview. 

	Archimedes
	“Eureka”; killed by Roman soldier

	Fermat
	Lawyer; “Prince of Amateurs”

	Descartes
	“I think, therefore I am.”  Coordinate System.

	Barrow
	Newton’s teacher

	Newton
	Apple falling from tree. Most famous scientist and one of the fathers of calculus.

	Leibniz
	The other father of calculus, but did not get same recognition as Newton.

	Jacob and Johann Bernoulli
	Bernoulli family, the most predominant math family in history.

	Euler
	Bernoulli’s friend; went blind but continued his work in mathematics.

	L’Hopital
	Student of Johann Bernoulli; first to write a calculus textbook.

	Gauss
	Perhaps the greatest mathematician who ever lived.

	Cauchy
	Formalized the concepts of limit, continuity, derivative and integral.


You are to hand in a total of 5 pages that consist of the following information:
The first four pages: These pages should be double spaced and contain a list of questions that are answered by the mathematician.   You must generate a list of 20 questions that need to be approved by me.  You don’t have to use all 20 questions but you have to use at least 10.  Your questions must cover the following:
· Period in which they lived

· Background of the mathematician

· Significant mathematical problems he was attempting to solve and the period of time this was occurring

· Contributions to Calculus

· How their contributions have helped in today’s society
You must also find a setting that would be relevant to the mathematician based on who the man was and/or the period in which he lived.  For example: Newton was a Christian.  His interview could be at the Pearly Gates with St. Peter.  Archimedes was an ancient Greek.  His interview could be at the gates of Hades.

I am not interested in reading a bibliography that I can find on the internet.   I want you to write the information in the form of a script.   The interviewer is asking questions and the mathematician answers them. Be creative! 
Last page:  References

Presentations: 

You will perform your script for 5- 10 minutes.  You do not need to memorize it.   You could present this to the class live or record a video and present it digitally.  
Marking Criteria: 40 marks
Script - 23 marks
· At least 10 quality questions were asked – 5 marks
3 marks for each of the following: 
· Period in which they lived
· Background of the mathematician
· Significant mathematical problems he was attempting to solve and the period of time this was occurring
· Contributions to Calculus
· How their contributions have helped in today’s society
· Neatness – typed, stapled and looks good.  
Presentation – 12 marks
3 marks for each of the following:
· What information are you reporting to your classmates and how well you are presenting the information. 

· The setting of the interview relates to the mathematician in some way.
· Flow of the script- Make sure your interview flows nicely.  There will be serious consequences for plagiarism.
· Creativity
References – 5 marks

Correctly stated and formatted, easy for me to find

